Town Manager Update
April 14, 2025


The Senior Center Director has informed me that the Low Income Housing and Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), commonly known as the fuel assistance program, is scheduled for elimination and all Federal staff for the program were terminated Tuesday evening. Also, federal staffing for the Administration for Community Living, which covers Meal on Wheels and Councils on Aging, is scheduled to be cut by 40%. There is also anecdotal evidence that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or food stamp program, is being severely reduced, with one report that a $125 per month payment is being reduced to $15 per month.

The state Attorney General’s office has instituted a series of calls, bi-weekly, to discuss Federal activity that affects State and local operations. In their first meeting, they noted that there is more uncertainty in Federal funding than anyone has seen previously. Some topics included the recension of the deadline extension for ESSER programs, which is the ARPA program for schools; Covid public health funds are no longer available; the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a source of funds for local libraries, has had serious cuts; and there is a new Presidential Commission on state elections, which is looking into what influence the Federal government can have on the election process, which has until now been run by states. 

Although staff and I were able to pull together everything needed for the budget and the Town Report, and get the warrant ready for tonight, there was one mis-step on my part. The question regarding the Town Hall HVAC borrowing does not include language regarding a ballot question, so if it passes, there will have to be a ballot question at the next opportunity, perhaps the anticipated fall special Town Meeting. The plumbing work and chair lift replacement were moved to the free cash article, so that work can start earlier.

Please note the invitation to the Memorial Day Parade in your meeting folders. There is a phone number to reply to on the invitation.

I have sent the Request for Proposals for the Town Manager search out to three search firms. They have three weeks to submit their proposals; I hope we get at least one back.

There is a forum sponsored by iBerkshires on Thursday, April 24, here at the Senior Center, for residents to meet the Select Board candidates and hear their responses to questions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I have planned for a Pre-Town Meeting to review the Town Meeting Warrant after the next Select Board meeting, April 28, unless there’s strong sentiment against that—please let me know.

Finally, I have conducted negotiations with the Highway Foreman and would like to cover that at your next meeting.

